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Dear Community Member,
To our community members without
students attending Community
Consolidated School District 93
(CCSD93)’s schools, thank you for
your support in helping CCSD93 to
achieve our mission of maximizing
the academic, social and emotional
potential of each student.

To our students, families, and staff, your commitment
remains amazing. I could not be more pleased that our
students have experienced full school days, interscholastic
sports and extracurricular activities this entire school year.
To all stakeholders, I invite you to review these two updates
regarding student growth.
Portrait of a Graduate Process Update
CCSD93 is in the fourth year of our 2018-23 Strategic
Plan, which is the framework that guides the educational
experiences that our organization provides students. The
academic and societal landscape has shifted dramatically
since its onset, and we have begun the process of building
toward our next Strategic Plan.
In partnership with our stakeholders, we are working to
frame a new vision for the district that reflects our collective
aspirations for all students by creating what we are calling
the Portrait of a CCSD93 Graduate.
During the fall and winter, CCSD93 invited all community
members, parents, and staff members, as well as student
leaders, to participate in interviews, focus groups and
community forums designed to identify the ideal attributes
our community desires for our students to acquire by 8th
grade graduation. In order to gain the most honest feedback
possible, these conversations were led by a third-party
strategic planning organization. I am grateful to the more
than 100 participants who lent their in-depth insights into

the values, knowledge, skills and work habits that students need
to thrive as learners, workers and leaders in the 21st century.
The district is currently evaluating the resulting community
engagement report, which highlights the feedback received, in
order to identify and synthesize themes. From this, the district
will generate official detailed Portrait of a Graduate statements
and graphics that reflect the community’s perspectives and
expectations for our graduating 8th grade students. We will
then use these statements to formulate our next Strategic
Plan, which will chart a grade-by-grade path for CCSD93’s
students to achieve our community’s goals for them. We are
hopeful for the Board of Education to approve the Portrait of a
Graduate statements and graphics before the end of this school
year, at which point we will be excited to share them with
the community. For now, I invite you to review some of the
overarching themes that arose from the Portrait of a Graduate
process below.
All Grade Levels & Groups Meeting Expectations for Growth
CCSD93 analyzes standardized test results to measure whether
students are meeting or lagging behind expected growth
based on local, pre-pandemic norms. Students are grouped by
grade level, with additional subgroups based on demographic
information.
I am extremely pleased to share that the analysis of 2021-22
winter test results confirmed all grade levels and all subgroups
across the district were shown to be meeting expected growth.
In addition, the percentage of students meeting end of year
benchmarks has increased. This is exciting news. The positive
student growth achievements are a result of the hard work and
dedication of our educators, the commitment of our students,
and the support of their families and our community.
Please review the rest of this edition of CommunityConnections
to find out more about the latest from CCSD93.
Sincerely,
David H. Hill, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Restorative Practices Promote More Productive
& Engaged Learning Environments
Educational research makes clear that improved academic
outcomes occur when students participate in a learning
environment where there is a shared sense of community and
where each student feels respected and a sense of belonging.
To help foster this type of educational atmosphere, CCSD93
is in the process of implementing restorative practices, which
are a systematic way to build community so that each student
feels included and accountable to their peers. Staff members
are trained on a variety of methods that are consistently
employed in school and classroom settings, and data is
collected to measure the success of implementation.
One restorative practice method is the use of community
circles. In a community circle, students meet regularly with
their class to each answer a common question. During this
time, each student is provided the opportunity to speak so
that their voice is heard while all other students practice the
skill of actively listening. By consistently engaging with one
another in this manner, students find common ground, build
empathy and perspective-taking skills, and develop a sense of
responsibility toward one another. With this groundwork laid,
when the class experiences behavioral concerns, they are able
to convene in a similar circle to address the issue with greater
success and a lower likelihood of recurrence than otherwise.
Another restorative practice method is the use of affective
questions, which prompt an individual who has disrupted
learning or otherwise caused harm to think about their
behavior, how it impacted others, and what can be done
to repair the situation and restore relationships. In these
circumstances, the student who has caused harm takes an

active role in any necessary resolution and receives logical
consequences for their actions.
Western Trails Elementary School has served as the pilot
for restorative practices in CCSD93 and is in the 5th year of
implementation. The results have been noteworthy, as data
from Western Trails indicates improved relationships among
students and between students and staff as well as less
recurring behavioral issues. The school has reached the point
where students have been observed solving problems by
employing restorative practices themselves with little or no
adult facilitation. While other district schools are just getting
started, CCSD93 is confident that by implementing restorative
practices with fidelity, all schools will reach this level of
productivity and engagement.
For more visit www.ccsd93.com/TalkD93 to listen to an episode
of CCSD93’s podcast, TalkD93, devoted to restorative practices.

Apply Today to Make a Difference in a
Student’s Life Through Mentor Program
CCSD93 is always seeking caring
community members who are interested
in positively impacting the life of a
student through weekly service in the
district’s Mentor Program. Are you a
potential candidate?
Mentors are assigned a student at the beginning of the school year and
meet weekly at school during the student’s lunch period, which is roughly
40 minutes. A typical mentor session may consist of talking, playing games,
reading together or just eating lunch together.
The program’s students have been referred by teachers to participate because
they may feel disconnected from peers and school, have lower self-esteem,
or experience difficulty maintaining relationships within the school. Others
have challenges outside of the school environment that impact their academic
performance. Each of the program’s students have been identified as an
individual who would benefit from an additional adult role model for advocacy
and encouragement.
If you believe you are a quality candidate for CCSD93’s Mentor Program,
please visit www.ccsd93.com/Mentor for more information and to fill out an
online application.

Spotlight on Relevant Educational Opportunities
The first goal of CCSD93’s current Strategic Plan calls upon the district to provide a relevant education for all students. Here
are a few examples of programs and projects that seek to achieve that goal. Visit www.ccsd93.com/StrategicPlan or more on
CCSD93’s Strategic Plan.
New to the middle
school schedule this
school year is the
addition of What I
Need Now (WINN)
classes. During
WINN, students take
on unique learning
opportunities
focused on real-world applications. Throughout the year, they
rotate through a wide variety of new educational activities
including Creative Drawing, Rockets & Space, American Sign
Language, Pottery, Forensic Science and many more.
Each has been designed by CCSD93’s teachers to meet
core subject area Illinois Learning Standards. They expose
students to a wider array of disciplines and allow for
improved intervention and enrichment opportunities. Find
out more by watching the video at www.ccsd93.com/WINN!

After studying kinetic and potential energy, Jay Stream’s
7th graders recently took on the role of carnival ride
engineers by using their newfound knowledge to design
and build themed marble roller coasters out of nothing
more than paper and masking tape.

Students at Western
Trails recently
celebrated the
conclusion of their
schoolwide One
School, One Book
read of Nuts to You
by collaborating to
crack the code of a
Breakout EDU inspired by the children’s novel. A Breakout
EDU is a similar concept to an escape room, as students work
together in small groups thinking critically, creatively and
flexibly to solve a series of problems related to areas of study
in order to ultimately unlock a goal. In this case, the student
sleuths used knowledge from their recently completed
book to figure out riddles and puzzles to eventually find and
release one of the story’s lead characters. Find out more
about Breakout EDU projects by watching the video at
www.ccsd93.com/Breakout!

CCSD93’s students are exposed to computer programming
skills from a young age. The objective is to build upon this
knowledge for a career landscape that continues to shift
toward these competencies.

Find out more about this collaborative project by watching
the video at www.ccsd93.com/JScarnival!

Recently, the Roy DeShane PTA provided the school with new
robots from Sphero called indi, which are vehicles that help
students learn about computer sequencing. Find out more by
watching the video at www.ccsd93.com/RDrobotics!

CCSD93’s Inclusive
Sports is an
extracurricular
opportunity that
brings together
students with
cognitive disabilities
and students
without to practice
and participate cooperatively in competitive sports.

All of CCSD93’s
5th grade students
participate in the Drug
Abuse Resistance
Education (D.A.R.E.)
program, which
empowers them to
respect others and
choose to lead lives
free from violence, substance use, and other dangerous
behaviors.

In addition to learning the game’s rules and fundamentals,
student athlete participants with disabilities learn essentials
like rule following, time management, work ethic, resiliency,
social interaction and camaraderie from coaches and peers
in a real world setting. Participants forge strong bonds and
friendships throughout the experience, motivating and
cheering on one another. Recently Jay Stream and Stratford’s
Inclusive Basketball teams squared off. Find out more by
watching the video at www.ccsd93.com/Inclusive!

Upon completion, each school celebrates their students’
commitment to remaining drug- and alcohol-free at a
D.A.R.E. graduation ceremony. Local dignitaries and police
officials join CCSD93’s educators to honor the students.
This image is from Carol Stream Elementary School’s recent
ceremony and features student essay contest finalists along
with community leaders.
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